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O n July 18, Space Adventures, 
Ltd. ofý cially established its 
Suborbital Vehicle and Spaceport 

Development ofý ce at the AMFôs Center 
for Space Education (CSE) at the Kennedy 
Space Center (KSC). Space Adventures, 
the only company to have successfully 
launched private space explorers to 
the International Space Station, is 
headquartered in Arlington, Virginia with 
ofý ces in Moscow and Tokyo.
   The KSC ofþ ce will coordinate the 
worldwide effort of þ nalizing the compa-
nyõs suborbital spaceÿ ight program. Ini-
tially, the ofþ ce at the CSE will be home to 
þ ve employees whose task is to review 
technical, safety and operational speci-
þ cations, as well as þ nancial details for 
various spaceÿ ight vehicles and proposed spaceport sites.
   When asked what it meant to the AMF that Space Adventures had chosen 
the Foundationõs CSE for its development ofþ ce, Stephen Feldman, AMF 
president, responded, òSpace Adventures is on the cutting edge of private
sector space exploration.  They will create jobs at the Kennedy Space Center
and generate additional interest in space.ó
   Space Adventuresõ claim is being the worldõs premier space experience 
company. It was co-founded in 1998 by Eric C. Anderson and a team of 
several former astronauts, including the AMFõs board member Norman Tha-
gard, along with leading visionaries from the aerospace, adventure travel and 
entertainment industries. The company is a privately owned enterprise whose 
goal is to open the space frontier to everyone and promote private space 
exploration by building a series of successful, privately-funded spaceÿ ight 
missions. Some of Space Adventureõs offerings include a variety of space 
training adventures such as Zero-Gravity and supersonic jet ÿ ights, MIG-25 
journeys, cosmonaut training and actual ÿ ights into space, which include 

   Computers for Education continues to provide computers to schools, other organizations such as Space 
Coast Early Intervention Center, Devereux Florida, Police Benevolent Association and individuals seek-
ing educational paths. The program has received donations from many large companies, small businesses 
and private donors. Among the major computer donors of the past year are United Space Alliance, Con-
tinental Motors, Lockheed Martin, Northrup Grumman Corporation, Boeing, Harris Corporation and 
General Electric.
   A core of volunteers donate countless hours of their personal time salvaging and repairing the equip-
ment to transform it into a viable tool for the classroom. Computers that do not meet the American local 
standards are part of the international outreach programs. Bassett, head of the Computers for Education 
program, thrives on the results. His enthusiasm is contagious as he says, òFirst, a tremendous thanks 
goes to United Space Alliance, NASA, Kennedy Space Center contractors as well as other corporate and 
private donors. Without their donations of outdated equipment, there would be no program. But most im-
portantly, we are providing the tools and capacity for children and individuals to compete in todayõs very 
technology-driven society. If we can get them off to a good start, then weõve done something positive as 
parents and adults.ó

   The Foundation is proud to support Computers for Education. It is in keeping with our mission to bring 
the excitement of technology to the classroom. For more information about the program, contact Bassett 
at cajincook@earthlink.net.

Space Adventures, Ltd. Now Resides 
at AMFõs Center for 
Space Education
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spaceÿ ight ð the space vehicle reaches an altitude 
of at least 62 miles, which is outside the Earthõs 
atmosphere. This altitude is ofþ cially known as 
òastronaut altitude,ó which was þ rst experienced 
by Alan Shepard and Gus Grissom in 1961. Par-
ticipants must be in good overall health; however 
no special skills are required. A four-day pre-ÿ ight 
training program is required.
   To date, about 150 people have made reserva-
tions to take the suborbital ÿ ights, which would 
last approximately 90 minutes and cost $102,000 
per person. Current projections by Space Adven-
tures call for passenger suborbital ÿ ights to begin 
in the 2007-2008 timeframe. For more information, 
visit www.spaceadventures.com.

On the morning of 
July 26, waiting 
for the launch of 

the Space Shuttle Discovery, 
I felt an unusual amount of 
concern. It was not until after 
the 10:39 a.m. successful 
liftoff that I experienced an 
enormous sense of relief. 
NASA had ý nally returned to 
þ ight.

   With the orbiterôs reentry and return to Earth at 
Edwards Air Force Base in California on August 9, we 
can celebrate the successes of Discoveryôs mission and 
acknowledge the courage and dedication of the Dis-
covery astronauts.
   It has been an arduous road for NASA, the astronauts 
and all the dedicated employees who have toiled to 
return the Space Shuttle Program to our nation and to 
the world since the tragic Columbia accident of Febru-
ary 2003. Space exploration, as with any embarkation 
into uncharted territory, poses risks ï both known and 
unknown. Our 50-year old space program has been 
ý lled with untold successes and beneý ts, and yes, some 
tragedies.
   When human lives are involved in any endeavor that 
bears risk, a concerted effort must be made to ensure 
the safety of those lives. And such is the case with 
our national space program. NASA deserves tremen-
dous credit for their track record. The Space Shuttle 
Program went 17 years between the Challenger and 
Columbia accidents. During that 17-year period we did 
not lose a single astronaut.
   At the AMF memorial service for the Columbia 
astronauts in October 2003, Jon Clark, the widower 
of astronaut Laurel Clark, spoke for the Columbia 
families. One of the most moving moments of the 
entire ceremony occurred when Dr. Clark said that 
our country must decide if we are going to be a ñspace 
faring nation or a space fearing nation.ò He went on to 
say that Laurel and the other astronauts would want us 
to be a space faring nation even though this will entail 
risk and, on occasion, the loss of life.

Message from the Chair manPresidentõs Perspective

T     he air of excitement these past few weeks has been 
phenomenal. Our countryôs ñReturn to Flightò 
is the topic of conversation, not only here on the 

Space Coast, but across the country and beyond. Since the 
inception of Americaôs space program, I canôt recall a period 
of time when there was more anticipation ï beginning 
with the days leading up to the launch of Discovery, then 
building back up through the past few days while we 
awaited Discoveryôs safe return to Earth. I am writing this 
message on the afternoon of August 9, 2005, and I am still 
on a high from this morningôs announcement at 8:11 a.m. 
EST that ñDiscovery is home!ò Congratulations to the crew, 
to NASA and to every single person involved with our 
Return to Flight. Finally everyoneôs eyes, minds and spirits 
have been lifted upward to space again. As your chairman, 
I am proud of the many ways the AMF has worked through 
recent years to keep the dream alive and to continue the 
legacy of those who came before us and carried the dream 
forward. On behalf of the Foundation, thank you all for 
your help, ý nancially and otherwise, in furthering our cause 
through the years.

both orbital and suborbital.
   Led by astropreneur (as coined by Wired maga-
zine) Anderson, President and Chief Executive 
Ofþ cer, Space Adventures will ultimately be oper-
ating suborbital spaceÿ ights from several loca-
tions. Under consideration are several U.S. states, 
including Florida, and foreign countries that have 
shown great interest in developing a spaceport. On 
choosing KSC for its development ofþ ce, Ander-
son says, òSpace Adventures selected Florida as 
its program development center because of the 
stateõs rich history and its continued commitment 
to space exploration.ó
   Echoing similar sentiments was Floridaõs gover-
nor, Jeb Bush. ò. . . we are determined to remain a 
vital player as we enter into this new era of space 
exploration. We are grateful to Space Adventures 
for the faith they have placed in the Sunshine State 
as the premier Gateway to Space, and we warmly 
welcome their presence here,ó stated Bush.
Perhaps the most intriguing experience of Space 
Adventuresõ endeavors is partaking in a suborbital 

   Although our attention has 
been deservingly focused on 
Discoveryõs mission, there are 
other exciting things happen-
ing on the Space Coast. Just 
last month, Space Adven-
tures, Ltd. moved into the 
Center for Space Education, 
so we have a new neighbor, 
and an impressive one they 
are. Space Adventures is the 
only company to have suc-
cessfully launched private 
space explorers to the International Space Station. The new 
ofþ ce will serve as a worldwide hub for þ nalizing their 
suborbital space ÿ ight program, including suborbital vehicle 
and spaceport development. Ultimately, the Space Adven-
tures ÿ ight program will literally sell trips to the edge of 
space (maximum altitude of 62 miles), working in partner-
ship with several leading sub-orbital vehicle manufactur-
ing companies. A detailed four-day ÿ ight preparation and 
training experience will precede all ÿ ights. All of this could 
happen within only three to four years. The future of space 
is here.
   The arrival of Space Adventures, Ltd. is exciting news for 
the State of Florida, for Kennedy Space Center, and espe-
cially for organizations like NASA and the AMF, who have 
a strong foothold in Florida as the òGateway to Space.ó  On 
behalf of the Foundation, I extend a very warm welcome to 
Eric Anderson, President and CEO, and to the entire Space 
Adventures team.
   It continues to be an honor and a privilege to serve as 
AMF chairman ð to work with fellow board members, Dr. 
Feldman and the AMF staff, and all AMF supporters in 
furthering our cause. The Foundationõs reputation as the 
national center for space-related education grew yet stronger 
this year. On Floridaõs Space Coast and across the land, the 
AMF continues to call positive attention to our countryõs 
space program ð not only in regard to our recent Return 
to Flight, but also the ushering in of the commercial space 
industry, which will help lead us into the next era of space 
exploration and commerce. Through all of this, we continue 
to honor those who gave their all.

   At the AMF, we work closely with the families of 
our fallen astronauts. While it is our mission to honor 
and memorialize these astronauts through the National 
Space Mirror Memorial and the Center for Space Edu-
cation, we are encouraged by the astronautsô families 
to keep alive the dreams for which these men and 
women lived and died.
   With Return to Flight, we have come full circle from 
the loss of the Columbia astronauts and their spaceship 
to the recovery of the shuttle program through Discov-
ery and its crew. The most respectful and truest way to 
honor our heroic astronauts is by carrying on with our 
space program. In this way they will not have died in 
vain. It is what they would have wanted.
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